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PRESIDENT OF Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik looks on as Bosnian Serbs protest against the UN resolution on the genocide in Srebrenica in Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina, in April. (Amel Emric/Reuters)

Republika Srpska and Israel

In this ‘Jerusalem Post’ exclusive, President Milorad Dodik of Republika Srpska,
one of two entities that make up Bosnia and Herzegovina,
talks about Srebrenica, modern-day Bosnia, Israel, and Putin

re the Balkans heading

to a renewed intereth-

nic explosion due to the

intervention of the inter-
national community, thus becom-
ing a potential new war zone on
the edges of Europe?

On June 8 Belgrade, capital of
Serbia, hosted in pomp and cir-
cumstance the first gathering of
the All-Serbian Assembly in the
presence of representatives of Serbs
from across the Balkans. Main
speakers at the grand event were
the president of Serbia, Aleksandar
Vucic, and Milorad Dodik, presi-
dent of the autonomous Serbian
entity in neighboring Bosnia-Her-
zegovina, Republika Srpska.

The assembly adopted a 49-arti-
cle declaration on the future of
Serbs, emphasizing the unity
between Serbs in the Balkans and
recommending that institutions of
Serbia and Srpska act in a united
and coordinated manner to invest
efforts to stop the assimilation of
Serbs in countries of the region as
well as around the world.

Following the gathering in Bel-
grade, President Dodik announced
that he intends to hold in Srpska a
referendum on independence from
Bosnia-Herzegovina, suggesting
the end of the existing multiethnic
state at the heart of the Balkans
and the Dayton peace agreement
sponsored by the US 29 years ago.

The reactions to the All-Serbian
Assembly and its adopted declara-
tion, which still has to be approved
by the parliaments of both Serbia
and Srpska, met with harsh crit-
icism from the US and its Mus-
lim allies in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Vucic and Dodik, known for their
close relations with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, are accused of
reviving the “Grand Serbia Project”
of the former Yugoslav dictator Slo-
bodan Milosevic, and by doing so
threatening peace and stability in
southeastern Europe.

Zeljko Komsic, the pro-Muslim
member of the Federal Presiden-
cy of Bosnia-Herzegovina, stated
that the All-Serbian Assembly has
defined targets and a political-reli-
gious platform that is preparing for

anew conflict.

The US Embassy in Sarajevo, cap-
ital of Bosnia-Hezegovina, issued a
statement saying: “This is danger-
ous. The public statements of the
officials of the Republika Srpska,
especially the president of the RS,
Dodik, and the president of the
National Assembly of the Repub-
lika Srpska, [Nenad] Stevandic,
about the conclusions and plans
for the ‘disunification’ of the RS,
another name for secession, rep-
resent an attack on Dayton and
on territorial integrity, sovereignty,
and the multiethnic character of
Bosnia and Herzegovina.”

In a rare interview for a foreign
outlet, Dodik explains why he sees
no future for coexistence with Mus-
lims in Bosnia-Herzegovina and
draws parallels to the situation in
the Middle East.

Dodik, 63, serving since 2022 his
second term as president of Srpska,
and who has been on the US sanc-
tions list since 2016, speaks about
his staunch support of Israel, on
opening a representation in Jerusa-
lem well before the moving of the
US Embassy, and warns of weap-
ons supplies produced in Bosnia for
Hamas and of the growing Iranian
influence in a very explosive spot
of Europe.

The UN General Assembly
recently adopted a resolu-
tion on an International Day
of Remembrance for what it
defines as the genocide in Sre-
brenica. How do you see today
what happened in Srebrenica
and can it be called genocide?

It cannot be called genocide.
Authoritative experts who have
devoted their entire professional
lives to the study of genocide have
determined that it was not geno-
cide. All those with authority on
the matter say that it was not geno-
cide. I trust these people more than
the politicians, who decided it was
a genocide.

The assertion that it was not
genocide is reinforced by the
unusual way in which the resolu-
tion was adopted in the General
Assembly, a way that indicates that
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it was a political decision.

In the past, resolutions on inter-
national days of remembrance
were passed unanimously or by a
two-thirds majority, since it is an
important issue. The adoption of
the resolution on Srebrenica was
treated as a marginal technical
matter, only because they wanted
to pass it no matter what. There-
fore, the resolution was adopted
this time by a simple majority - 84
countries out of 193 voted in favor
of the decision. One hundred and
nine countries did not vote in favor
- opposed it, abstained, or were
absent from the vote. The debate
on the decision was postponed
several times because its initiators
repeatedly tried to secure a larger
majority.

mate, and nonbinding. The reso-
lution violates the Constitution of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. It broke
the authority of the federal pres-
idency and caused the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina to be more
in conflict than before.

I do not believe that this was the
goal of the initiators of the resolu-
tion, but they cannot be forgiven
for the worldview they are trying
to impose on the citizens of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. Maybe they
thought that the Serbs would be
angry about the decision for a few
days and then calm down. But they
are completely wrong. We have no
intention of living with those who
are working to discredit our name
in history because of what they
claim we did.

‘Jews around the world should organize
and help the Republika Srpska
to break away from the Muslims
in Bosnia-Herzegovina’

The only body in Bosnia-Herze-
govina that has the authority to
decide on foreign affairs is the fed-
eral presidency, which consists of
three members. Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina did not initiate this decision,
because there was no decision from
the federal presidency. However,
the procedure for making the deci-
sion at the UN began following
the initiative of the Muslim repre-
sentative of Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina at the UN, who acted without
authority.

Now, because of this resolution,
extremely severe tensions have
arisen between the different popu-
lation groups in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina.

The resolution made at the Gen-
eral Assembly is illegal, illegiti-

Foreigners who thrust themselves
into our affairs do not know our
history, and it seems to me that
they do not try to understand it
at all. They have their own ideas,
which they try to impose on us.
The American structure, which is
active in southeast Europe, leads
this line.

We are not the only ones who
suffer from this. In the same way,
the attitude towards the conflict
between the Palestinians and Israel
does not correctly reflect history.
Instead of ensuring Israel’s security,
for decades they have maintained
a state of a frozen conflict, which
erupts from time to time. This is
the situation they also created in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Historically, Bosnia and Her-

zegovina has never been a state.
Under the Muslim Ottoman Empire
it was an administrative zone, a
province that was later annexed
by the Austro-Hungarian Empire
and was under the direct control
of Vienna. Afterwards, as part of
Yugoslavia, it was one of six repub-
lics that made up the federation. It
was different from the other repub-
lics, [such] as Serbia, Croatia, and
Slovenia, whose population was
fairly homogeneous. Bosnia and
Herzegovina was a kind of mini-Yu-
goslavia - that’s what we called it
- where Serbs, Croats, and Muslims
lived together. The Muslims later
got the name Bosnians.

When Yugoslavia broke up, forces
that didn’t understand the situa-
tion here prevented the Serbs from
joining Serbia, the Croats from
Croatia, and the Muslims from get-
ting their own territory, thus ensur-
ing permanent peace and stability.
T assume that there were elements
in Washington who did not want
to allow the Muslims to have their
own state and therefore “glued”
them to the Serbs and Croats.

Now we are part of an unstable
society, which 30 years after the
civil war is still under international
rule, and which is run by Western
countries, increasingly Germany.
This rule imposes terrible decisions
on our lives. Among the nine judg-
es of the Constitutional Court,
three are foreigners. Nothing is
functioning in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. It is a failed country, where
those who impose decisions pursue
politicians, whom they accuse of
not following their orders.

In the imagination of the West-
erns, this is a mini Yugoslavia. But
how can Mini Yugoslavia survive,
when Greater Yugoslavia did not?

The best definition of Bosnia-Her-
zegovina was given by the winner
of the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1961, Ivo Andric (Yugoslav-Croat,
whose parents lived in Sarajevo),
who wrote about Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which he knew well. He
said: When you come to Bosnia and
Herzegovina and step on its land -
it doesn’t matter where you come
from - you lose any sense of logic.

He wrote this about 80 years
ago, but it reflects reality today as
well. The Germans, in the person
of Angela Merkel, and the British
declared that multiculturalism was
a mistake. But in their eyes, this
understanding is not valid in our
case.

You compared the con-
flict between Israel and the
so-called Palestinians to the
situation here. The Hague
International Court of Justice,
which ruled that Srebrenica
was a case of genocide, is now
hearing claims that Israel
. ds to . L
in the Gaza Strip. How is it
that every time Muslims are
involved in a conflict, which
they often initiate them-
selves, they end up being vic-
tims of genocide?

It seems to me that the Germans
are the ones interested in relativiz-
ing the Second World War. In the
German establishment and gov-
ernment there are descendants of
SS officers and other people who
held senior positions during the
war. Take, for example, the family
history of the minister of foreign
affairs, Annalena Baerbock (accord-
ing to publications in the German
media, Baerbock’s grandfather was
a staunch Nazi, fought as an officer
on the Eastern Front, and received
an honorary medal from the Nazi
regime in 1944). The Germans now
want to cleanse themselves of the
crimes their ancestors were respon-
sible for, of the crimes of genocide
they committed, including the
Holocaust.

How is it possible for a single case
like Srebrenica to be perceived as
genocide? The court never brought
evidence of the exact number of
murdered people there. And now,
a resolution of the United Nations
raises the event to the level of a
universal event. This, while there
isn’t, for example, an international
day of remembrance for the victims
of the Jasnovac extermination
camp (where between 200,000
and 500,000 people, most of
them Serbs, and several tens of
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thousands of Jews, were murdered
by Croats and Muslims who
collaborated with the Nazis).

We will not commemorate this
day of remembrance, which was
decided by the UN.

There are countries that stand
behind this self-purification ini-
tiative. The Muslims conquered
Europe, and they became a polit-
ical force in various countries.
The current governments of Ger-
many and France take this reali-
ty into account. They think that
by courting the Muslim public in
their countries, they will succeed
in calming them down.

Now they have chosen what is
happening in the Gaza Strip to
promote the narrative of Muslim
victimhood.

I am against wars. The sight of
children and civilians being killed
is painful. If I had the ability, I
would eliminate all terrorists and
those who cause suffering to oth-
ers. But the world works differ-
ently. Now they are only concen-
trating on what is happening in
Gaza while completely ignoring
the horrible acts of murder which
Hamas committed on October 7
only because of the hatred for the
Jews. They murdered children,
teenagers, people in their sleep
who did not believe what was
happening to them. This cannot
be compared to Israel’s justified
response.

There are people who do not like
Israel, and they are now trying to
take advantage of the situation to
spread all kinds of narratives about
what is happening.

They don’t like me in the West,
because I speak my mind direct-
ly. But if we look back at history,
there has never been a peaceful
coexistence between Palestinians
and Jews, in the same way that
coexistence is not possible here, in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, between
Muslims and Serbs.

a separate national identity. In the
Constitution of Yugoslavia, adopt-
ed in 1974, they were recognized as
anation.

not interested in such a conflict.
However, they impose a policy here
that cannot be implemented at all.
They don’t want to understand the

‘We Serbs have always had an understanding
of Israel. Serbs and Jews are united by
a shared history of suffering’

In the census conducted in Yugo-
slavia in 1961, 63% of the inhab-
itants of Bosnia were Serbs. Thir-
ty years later, in the 1990 census,
there were only 31% Serbs in Bos-
nia. Many left for Serbia since the
Muslim government here was very
oppressive towards them. In Banja
Luka there were only 13% Mus-
lims and over 60% Serbs. But all
the top positions in the city were
held by Muslims. At the time, Banja
Luka had 13 mosques and only two
Catholic churches and one Ortho-
dox church (Serbs are Orthodox
Christians). It shows how Muslims
used their ruling power to impose
themselves on others. We have no
common interests with them. We
don’t share anything in common.

In my understanding, this is also
the situation in Israel. Israel was
established to allow the Jews to
return to their roots. After all the
suffering they went through and
the Holocaust, their right to their
own country was recognized. The
return to the roots was accompa-
nied by the ideal idea that the Arabs
would agree to live in peace and
tolerance with the Jews. It turned
out that it was not possible.

We Serbs have always had an
understanding of Israel. Serbs and
Jews are united by a shared histo-
ry of suffering. In the 20th centu-
ry, Germans killed 50% of Serbian
men in two world wars. And now,
Germany is back here to rule us. Of
course, we cannot accept that.

reality. We say: we tried the solu-
tion you formulated for 30 years. It
does not work. Let us find another
solution. They refuse and continue
to impose what was decided 30
years ago: multiethnic Bosnia-Her-
zegovina, where Muslims rule. We
cannot accept that, and we will not
accept that. They prevent us from
holding a referendum, to express
our opinion. They don’t see us as
part of civilization; that’s why they
sponsored the shameful Srebrenica
resolution of the UN.

How do you explain the fact
that Iran has so much influ-
ence on the Muslims in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina?

During the civil war here,
between 1991 and 1995, and also
later, the largest embassy in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, in terms of the
number of its employees, was the
Iranian embassy - 480 people.
They were all spies.

America was not only silent in
the face of this large Iranian pres-
ence, but actually agreed to it,
because the Iranians were working
against us, the Serbs. The Iranians
even had a camp here where they
trained mujahideen. Among them
were people who attacked the US
on September 11. Only then did the
Americans start doing something
against the Iranian presence here.
The US only cares about its own
interests, not ours. That’s why they
ignore the Iranian influence.

the political elites there. I have
many good and honest friends in
the US. Also among Muslims, by
the way. During Bill Clinton’s pres-
idency, the lies about what was
happening in Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na served as the starting point for
the political careers of hundreds
of American government officials,
mostly Democrats.

We're pretty fed up with the way
the Americans conduct themselves
here. If the US wants to restore its
position here, its leadership should
come and say that it will respect
the will of the people, and that
those who try to provoke a war will
have problems with Washington.
Let them say: if you want to live
together, that’s fine; if not - break
up peacefully. Only this is how the
US can return to its greatness.

But it seems to me that the Amer-
icans don’t have enough power to
do this, and they really don’t care
about what I say.

Would a Trump victory in
the upcoming presidential
elections do the world any
good?

Twish for his victory. I supported
his candidacy in 2016. We know,
and he does, too, that the majority
of Serbs living in the US voted for
him. I was invited by his people to
attend his inauguration as presi-
dent. I applied to the US Embassy
to get a visa. Two days before I
was supposed to fly, the Democrat-
ic administration put me on the
sanctions list, so I couldn’t travel.

To this day I am on the sanctions
list. I am not angry with the US,
but with the rogue officials of the
American government. It might
seem that [ also have a reason to
be angry with Trump, since he had
four years to lift the sanctions on
me and he did not do it. Maybe he
was not able to do it.

‘We hope for his victory, so that it
will be easier for us to work with the

from the Croatian Ustasha regime
deported Serbs from this area to
Jasnovac and other camps and
murdered them there.

My family members told me
about the terrible suffering at that
time, and they also told me about
the Jews, who suffered with us.
There were Jewish families who
lived with us and were completely
annihilated.

This shared suffering made me
empathize with the Jews. During
my studies at school in Yugoslavia,
Irealized that the Jews experienced
the same terrible conditions as us
Serbs in the Balkans. Muslims and
Croats showed hostility towards
the Serbs in different historical
periods. This is similar to Israel’s
situation, whose environment is
hostile to it.

Later I got to know Jews person-
ally, including Arie Livne, one
of the former heads of the Jew-
ish Agency who also served as a
representative of the World Jewish
Congress and worked with me as a
consultant. Livne taught me a great
deal about Judaism and contribut-
ed greatly to the rapprochement
between Republika Srpska and Isra-
el. Thanks to him, we opened a
representative office in Jerusalem
long before Trump moved the US
Embassy there.

In what areas would you
like to see a development in
the relations between Israel
and Republika Srpska? Where
would you like to see Israeli
investments?

First we must preserve mutual
sympathy and the need to remem-
ber the historical truth about the
suffering of Jews and Serbs. The
Muslims are not interested in any
economic and commercial collab-
oration with Israelis.

We already have several business-
men active here, and their com-
panies are very welcome with us.

‘I HAVE a very good relationship with Putin. Unlike others, | don’t hide it."” Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with President of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik last week. (Reuters)

Why, in your opinion, is
coexistence not possible here
or in the Middle East?

Because of our history and yours.

Serbs were slaves of the Ottomans
for 400 years. Most of the Muslims
living here today are Serbs and Cro-
ats who converted to Islam. They
look like us, speak our language,
their surnames are similar to ours.
They were forced to convert to
Islam under the torture of the Otto-
man authorities at the time. Few
were those who voluntarily con-
verted to Islam. This was a forced
mass conversion to Islam, a policy
very different from today’s liberal
approach that anyone can define
themselves as they wish. Those
who converted to Islam blame oth-
ers for their troubles.

During the Yugoslavia period,
the narrative about unity and
brotherhood between all popula-
tion groups was created against the
background of the difficult histo-
ry. Until the 1960s, the Muslims
here would say they were Serbs or
Croats, whose religion was Islam.
Tito, who wanted to establish the
movement of nonaligned coun-
tries, many of which were Muslim
-such as Egypt and Indonesia - was
proud of having his own Muslims
and gave our Muslims the right to

Is there a tendency to forget
that part of the Muslim popu-
lation in Bosnia-Herzegovina
collaborated with the Ger-
mans in World War II?

Yes. The Muslims served in the
most brutal army units, like the
SS division Handschar. The Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem Hajj Amin
al-Husseini visited them in Sara-
jevo, to give them his blessing for
killing Jews and Serbs.

Now it is clear that the Americans
were wrong not to unite the Bal-
kans with the Serbs. It could have
been a much more just solution
than the one we have now. We
didn’t impose ourselves on anyone
during Yugoslavia. And what do we
have today, in Slovenia for exam-
ple? A Serbian minority without
a minority status. The US made
a big mistake. They don’t like to
hear it. They will find with the
Europeans new ways not to be fair
with us. The Americans told us: the
Muslims cannot accept and run
their own country; you have to be
there to supervise them. Then, the
Americans began to demand that
we follow their instructions and
gave full support to the Muslims.

We cannot accept this policy.
It is not easy to be in a conflict
with the Americans, and we are

Actually, I feel sorry for the US.
It is still a superpower. Thirty or
40 years ago it had widespread
support in the world, with the
exception of some extreme Mus-
lim countries. Then they decided
to break up Yugoslavia, the Sovi-
et Union, to create the European
Union. The mismanagement of all
the crises created by this policy has
generated a lot of hostility around
the world towards the US.

I, personally, grew up with many
values of American society: free-
dom, human rights, private initia-
tive, the rule of law, the NBA. Then,
America, having these values, came
to my region and started to impose
unreasonable things on us. It is
impossible to impose the American
model anywhere in the world.

If the United States had said 15
years ago at the UN Assembly that
it was essential to pass a resolution
on Srebrenica, it would have passed
by a huge majority. Today, with all
the efforts that the US and Europe
invested in passing the resolution,
only 84 countries voted in favor of
it. The US power is weakening.

Is this situation created
because of the administration
of a certain party?

‘When I talk about the US, I mean

US. [US President Joe] Biden built
his political career on lies about
the Serbs. And he did not apologize
for the lies he spread about the
number of Muslims killed by the
Serbs. Which American president
apologizes? Such a thing does not
happen. We, the Serbs, suffer the
consequences of his lies.

I did not participate in the war
as a soldier. I was an opposition
politician. No one can accuse me of
nationalistic chauvinism. I regret
that Yugoslavia fell apart. But that’s
what happened. I understand that
we gave the Croats a country where
they are the majority, and the Slo-
venes a country where they are
the majority. But why did they
create Bosnia- Herzegovina with a
Muslim majority? They should not
have forced their way of life on us.
It doesn’t work here.

Where does your great sup-
port for Israel come from?

I was born near the Jasnovac
concentration and extermination
camp, where half a million Serbs
and 30,000 Jews were murdered.
There were partisans in my family,
and the area where I grew up is
the area where the epic fighting
against the German occupiers took
place. Germans and collaborators

We are about to establish a cyber
academy with Israeli businessmen.
We are very interested in any type
of cooperation in key fields. We can
guarantee the security and stability
of Israeli projects here.

Thosted Avigdor Liberman at the
time, when he was foreign minis-
ter. Outside our parliament build-
ing there is a memorial site for the
victims of the Jasnovac camp. We
placed wreaths there, and then I
offered him to walk around the city
with me. His security men resisted
because of the fear of Muslim assas-
sins. I said to them: What are you
afraid of? I will walk with him. We
took the tour, and he told me it was
the first time in a while that he was
able to enjoy such a walk. Liber-
man contributed a lot to under-
standing between us.

Jews around the world should
organize and help the Republika
Srpska to break away from the Mus-
lims in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

One of theissues that worries
Israel is the supply of weapons
from ammunition factories in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, mainly
those in the Sarajevo area, to
Hamas. Can you confirm this
information?

That is true. The Americans and

NATO left 11 ammunition and
weapons factories with the Mus-
lims and closed all the factories
that were on the Serbian side. This
is how the conditions were created
for the weapons and ammunition
produced by the Muslims to reach
Hamas. Do you think that the sup-
port of the Muslims in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina for Hamas is a coinci-
dence? Do not expect that there
will be friends of Israel’s.

The presidential palace, where we
are now sitting, was lit up with
the colors of the Israeli flag on
the night of October 7. Whenever
Israel needs solidarity, the Israeli
flag will appear over this building,
while in Sarajevo they project the
Palestinian flag.

Of course, the Palestinians have a
right to exist, but not their terror-
ist organizations. It is Hamas that
ruled Gaza, and you cannot ignore
the people there who supported
this organization - not only at the
political level.

You have good relations with
Putin’s administration. Do
you see a possible end to the
‘war in Ukraine, or do you fear
that this war will spill over
into other regions of Europe?

Indeed, I have a very good rela-
tionship with Putin. Unlike oth-
ers, [ don’t hide it. I think that he
is a great statesman, who protects
the interests of his country and
his people. I can confirm that he is
not one of those who like to hurt
others in order to create chaos in
the world.

There are those in the West
who are hysterical about the ties
between us and Russia. But we get
nothing from the West. Russia is
traditionally a friend to the Serb
nation.

Here we talk again about histo-
ry: Historically, Ukraine was part
of Russia. Ukraine was created by
the USSR, and it was the president
of the USSR, Nikita Khrushchev,
who gave the Crimean peninsula
to Ukraine. It was a meaningless
move at the time because all the
territory belonged to the USSR. The
Russians did not estimate that a
conflict would arise with Ukraine.
This was the case until 2014, and
then it became clear that other
agendas came into play.

What is Europe without the Rus-
sian resources? We see the answer
for this today. There is no more
cheap Russian gas or other Russian
resources, and the European econ-
omy is collapsing.

TheAmericaninterestistoprevent
a rapprochement between Europe
and Russia, as such a connection
would create serious competition
for the US. In my opinion, Europe
is the main victim of the current
conflict, and therefore Europe is
rapidly losing its importance. Putin
had to protect his people.

At the time, they allowed a refer-
endum to be held in Montenegro,
on the decision to secede from Ser-
bia. In Kosovo, a majority in the
parliament was enough to decide
on independence from Serbia. But
when the people of Crimea voted
in a referendum to join Russia, the
West went out of its way and shout-
ed that it was wrong. Why do the
‘Western powers interfere in our
affairs?

Putin warned in 2007, at the
Munich Security Conference, that
the expansion of NATO towards
Russia must be stopped and that
he would not allow NATO’s expan-
sion into territories from which it
would be possible to attack Russia
with missiles. Would the Ameri-
cans agree to such a situation? No.
So why should Russia agree to this?!

The West completely ignored
Putin’s words. In 2014, we saw in
Ukraine an uprising of the extreme
Right against a legally and demo-
cratically elected president. Even
then, Putin tried to prevent war
and gave his consent to the Minsk
agreement to stop the conflict. The
Donbas regions remained within
the territory of Ukraine, but got
a large degree of autonomy. The
sponsors of the agreement were
Angela Merkel and Frangois Hol-
lande. A year ago Merkel said that
the West was never serious about
the Minsk agreement, and the
intention was to give Ukraine time
to get organized to join the West.
(Merkel said in an interview with
the weekly Die Zeit that the Minsk
agreement was intended to give
Ukraine time, and Ukraine used
this time to strengthen itself.)

So what could be expected from
Putin? To move his capital beyond
the Ural Mountains? Now the West
allows Ukraine to use its missiles
and planes to attack Russia. I am
afraid of an escalation, but hope
that peace will prevail. Russia does
not want to stay in Ukraine. The
people of Crimea decided to be
part of Russia, and this should
be respected, just as our desire to
separate from Bosnia-Herzegovina
should be respected.



